Cop Says Brass Leaned
On Him to Hide Quotas

By MARK TOOR

& Paolice Officer who surreptitions:
by taped his supsriors illagally thraat-
ening officers whio did not folfill tick-
ef guotas and urging them to make
arTosts without probable cauae g
the NYFD last woak, chorging that
his bosses tried {o pressura him not £o
make complaints wnd when that failed,
burst into hie home, stripped ham,
handeufled him and hanled him to the
Jamaics Hl:nlsp'il.nl payvehinkric ward.

Didn't Have to Be Like This"

At one point; with Police Officer
Adrian Schooleraft restrained on-the
floor, Deputy Chief Michael Marina,
second in command of the Brooklyn
North Patrol Borough, put his koot on
Mr. Echooleraft’s face smd stated, “Tt
didn't have to be like this,” acoonding
to the sk, which was filed Aug. 100in
T35, District Court in Manhatton, The
snit names pe defendanta the MYPD
and 11 specific Sergeants, Lieuten-
ants, Captains, Deputy fnapeutﬂrﬁ

FOLICE ST?TE: Police Officer Adrian S:I;]lqulmnﬁgs?mgﬂedl his su-

CYViIBOTS O spuring him to suppreas his ints nbout crime-
ﬁpﬂrﬁnfnirrﬁ‘:]miﬁﬂ and, when he refosed, ui i
and having him commitied to a psychiatric ward on tromped-up
claims, He is secking $50 million in damages and has npmed ns defen-

and Chiefs, as well as Jamaice Hoapi-
tal and two of ite doctors. It seeks 50
million plis attorneys” fees.

“We've been finding that the
NYPD'e MO in these sitaations with
thie type of officer i8 they definitely
try to make them look croey” Joshua

Ech, one of Mr. Schoolerafts atior-
neys, said in mn ke

e lawsnit, and an accompanying
serigs of stories in the Villape Voice
that focused on Mr. Schoolerafl’s
tapes, pave additional ammunition to
politicians, community leaders and
others who question whether the Po-
liee Department ig accurately ropart-
ing crime, Mr, Schooleraft’s tapes also
show officers refusing to take com-
plaints from crime victims and super-
visors downgrading crimes so they
didn’t show up on Compstat reports,
aceording to the Voice series.

Dther police officers congider Mr
Schooleralt a whistleblower, a lazy or
incompetent cop with a chip on his

(Continued on Page 7)

storming his

dants 11 individual supervisors as well as the NYPD.
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Cops Suit Challenges Brass on Quotas

Hontinmed from Page 1)

shoilder, or simply a nut. The NYPD
haz refused to comment on the cose.

Mr, Fitch wnid his firm has crested
o website, www echooleraftlavesuit com,
atwhich officers can report their osm
tules - of corruption, anonyraowaly. if
they prefer. "Have you been pun'i;.r.}]pd
Tor not mecking o quota or attempting
to disclose MYPD corraption?" it asks
*Have Vo bhesn instructed to issue
summonses or make atrests for of
femees wou did not observe?

The suit contends Mr. Schoolceafi,
50, was “foreed .. . to sever his employ-
ment with the NYPD® and move up-
stite, 50 miles fromy the city. Even sn,
aecording to the suit, *armed NYPD
ifficials continue, up and throvgh the
present, to come’ to his home, repeat-
edly pound on his door, photograph
him, omd engage in efforts designed to

I_1:|'_|'_u:|ana:fu'|_|__l.- intimedale and 11.1;:1135
{him] in a tireless effort to silence him
onee and for all”

‘Myopic Ubsession with Quotas’

Mr. Schooleralt joined the Police
Department in July 2002, He was as-
signed ta the 81st Precinet in Bediford-
Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, when he taped
the precinet commander, Deputy In-
apector Stephen Maurielln, telling of-

ieers an Ok, 28, 2008, that they neead

to write miore SUMmMOnSES. "il‘ FoU
den't work ;. T'm: moving you. You're
moang to another platoon” he said
ctate law and labor-arbitration deci-
gions forbid police commanders. firom
transterTing or otherwise punishing of-
ficers because they don't fulhll sum-
moms quitas,

"]_'I_E-!'en-:tanta-t were a0 ohsossed with
making thoir ‘nombere” that they Iit-
erally instrocted officers to make ar-
restz when there wias oo ovidence of
any criminal activity whatdoever” the
suit gays. *. . Defendants’ myopic ob-
seazion with quotas came straight
from the mghest-ranking aflficials
the MNew York City Police Dopartnrent.”

Three days after the summons
threat, Mr Schoolerafl taped Mr
Maurielle ardering “his officers to ' ar-
rast virtually everyvbody they caome in
contact with at 120 Chounceyr St (a
mere three Blocks from the fctitious
address for Balph and Alice Kramden
i “The Hm::.'_-,'mr;l,:-ni_:ns.':-: "E"-“E]’,'F
poes, | don't care. You're an 12
Chauneey and they're popping cham-
pagne? Yoke ‘vm. Put them through
the svetem. They gof bandanas on?
arrest them. Evervbody poes tonight.
They'rs underaget F— it.”

In Jdanuary 2008, Me . Schooleraft
‘Bagan Lo be serutinized and incress-

ingly pressured by his superviaors
and commanding officers: Lo incraase
hiz ‘achvity' (i.e., nok writing encigh
summanses and making arrestsh or
face passible low performance evalu-
ations and tourfcommand reassign.
mient." the st iV,

‘Hostile Work Environment'

At the end of the manth, he receired
a paor evaloation, Mr Schoolcrafi
eaid he would appeal it His bosses,
incleding Mr.. Mauriello, “repeatedly
attempted to discourage [him] from ap-
pealing his performance evaluation
and implicitly threataned plaintiflwith
retaliation if he pursued the issue”

When Mr Bchooleralt detlined bo
drap hiz appeal, his supervisors “he-
Enn to create an increasingly hoestile
work envirpament for him.” Lisuk
Timothy Caughey reprimanded him
for not writing in his memo book that
he hod gone to the bathroom, the suit
said. When be ‘asked the duty Cap-
tain, Thesdore Lauterborn, to “docu-
ment this act ol retaliation,” Mr
Lauterborn responded: “Didn't we tell
vou when you left here that thens's
gannsa be & lot mome supervision? You
think this is.. . retaliation? Thiz iz a
matter of .‘G-IJ]:H!'I"-"i$|I:|'|1. b

“During this conversation defendant
Lauterborn informed [Mr, Schooleraft]
that he wos being carefully monitared
because of his “poor performance’ and
suggested that it should not be a sur-
prise now il even minor infractions re-
sult in diseiplinary sction, even ifthevy
had nof previously resulted in suc
action,” the suit says,

Mr. Lauterborn then gave Mr
Schooleraft some tips for incremainﬁ
his aetivity. He "instructed plainti
merely Lo approach and detsin voung
adults for sitting in front of & high-
crime building, !'l:'-ﬂglrﬂli:ew of probable
cause or rensonable suspicion,” the
euit-said: “Further def ant Lasnter-
born then suggested that were he to
hear one of those individuals cyrse duar-
ing this interaction, it would be appro-
prigke to_ arrest them despite hoving
comumifled mo wiolaton of s becauss
potice. cannok appear ‘zoft’ in thess
neighbwrheds

‘Menacing Behavior

Mr. Schooleraft contacted the Inter-
nal Affairs Buresw, but, the euit save,
“TAB Detectives repeatedly left mes-
eagea for plaintil at the 515t Precinet,
despite. the explicit duty of IAB to
keap such complaints comfidential, eff
fectively and implicitly alerting plain-
fifFs superiors that he was now oc-
tively working with IAB.. .

On Cet, 31, 2003, Mr. Caughey gx-
amined Mr. Schooleraft’s meno book,
then “began to exhibit menacmg be-
havior™ to Mr Schoolceaft, the swit
says! “With one hand near his gun,
[he] made continuous: menacing gea-
tures directed at [Mr Schooleraft] in
an apparent responde to the sviderc:
of corruption ombmined within [Mr
Schoolernft's] memo book ;. "

Mr. Schooleralt decided to o home
to Glemdale, Queons, “rather than
gubject himeell to potentinl physicnd
harm” from Mr. Caughey, the suit
ERFS. He laft lezs than an il.l:-l:l:l' ﬁ_sa::ﬂ:m::
the end of his shift with a Sergeant’s
permiseion, but the Sergeant later or-
dered him back to the precinct with a
voice-mail message,

That night, at least a dozen police
ufficers, two of them in rict gear, “un-
lawfu]ly eitered his home withoot g
wirrant, permission, or other legally
pEt‘m]sElEb & reasans lo do s0.® the sait
saye [t snys Mr. Maring had obtainsd
keys to My Bchoolerall's apariment
after officers told the landlord Brc
Schooleraft was suicidal,

‘dust Take Him"

The officers: ordered him to- gl
dressed and returmn b the precinet,
then told him he was suspended, the
puit says. He declined to go, and Mr.
Muarino “impatiently stated in sum
and substance: A1 right, just take
him, T can't fe— stand him snymore’

{8levaral H]-I]-].i.EE officers pulled
plaintiff out of his bed, physically as-
snulted him, tore his clothes as they
thirew him ta the floor, illegally strip-
searched him and wiolently hand-
cuffed him with his arms behind his
back, ciusing excruciating pain to his
wrisis, shoalders, arms, neck and
back™ |:r.mrt:|i£|.g to the =ait.

They searched the apartment, tak-
ing his notes and reports on his com-
plammts about the 8lst' Precinct, the
guit says, Then they took him o the
Jamaica Hospital pevehiateic ward,
where they gave doctors fnlse infor
mation that bed to his imvolontary ad-
rois=ion as an emabionally disturbad
parson, according tothe suit. He wos
not released for six daye, even thouph
“one of the doctors who indtially exam-
ined [him)] etated out lovd that it was
:rlﬂﬂt.i_rlz:inuﬂ-’ that he wne even brought

i peyehiatric emergency momm.,, "
'plice officers denied Mr School-
cratft access tooa telephone, the suit
eays, and hospital stafl membors ig-
nored his regqueste to contact IAB or
photograph hia bruises, Mr Schonl-
eraft “wus completoly cut off from the
outside world, and there was nothing
he eould do-about 11" the euit says.



